Town Meetig Reports, Vol. 1

5/21/1770  p. 314

…to see if the town will abstain from the use of tea and other British goods imported contrary to the agreement of the merchants of the town of Boston and to pass such vote or votes relative thereto as the town shall think proper.

p. 315

It was put to a vote to see if the town would act on the second article and it passed in the affirmative very unanimously.

…to adjournment next the town met and voted to receive the report of the committee that was chose to prepare proper votes respecting the not purchasing of British goods contrary to the agreement of the merchants of the town of Boston respecting the non-importation of British goods.

… and we will none of us on any pretense whatsoever purchase one single article (except in cases of absolute necessity) of any merchant or trader that has imported goods contrary to the agreement of the merchants of the town of Boston – and that we shall esteem such purchasers as enemies to the country and not fit to be employed in any business of importance.

… and that we will use our utmost endeavors to promote industry and our own manufacture amongst ourselves judging it the most likely means to save our country from slavery.  Voted unanimously – John Whetcomb, moderator

9/28/1772  p. 335

… to see if the town will act anything on the letter that hath been sent from the town of Boston respecting an infringement of some part of our civil rights and privileges or whether they will give their representative any instructions relative thereto –

…on the second article voted that the infractions on the Rights and Liberties of the people  of this Province as specified by the letter from the Committee of the town of Boston are great grievances and call for speedy redress and further voted that our representative be directed to use his best endeavors towards constitutionally addressing the same – also voted that the thanks of this town be presented to the town of Boston for their care and reasonable notice with regard to the aforesaid affair.

7/15/1773, p. 344

… To see if the town will choose a Committee of Correspondence to join with the Committee of Correspondence of the town o Boston …

On the 2nd article, chose a Committee of Correspondence of five persons to join the Committee of Correspondence for the town of Boston, viz. Mr. Caleb Richardson, John Whetcomb Esqr., Capt. Samuel Baker, Capt. Samuel Nurse and Mr. Joshua Johnson…Ephraim Fairbank, moderator

3/7/1774  p. 348

8th Article – To see if the town will act anything on the letters from the town of Boston respecting the infringment of our constitutional rights and priviledges   (article adjurned to 3/21/1774)

Chose Mr. Caleb Richardson, Col. John Whetcomb, Capt. Samuel Baker, Capt. Samuel Nurse and Mr. Joshua Johnson a committee to consider and report upon an article lying in the warrant touching the infringment on our natural charter rights – and then the meeting was adjourned to the 21st instant, at which time the committee reported as follows:

P. 351

We the subscribers, having at the desire of the town taken into consideration the article in the warrant for this meeting relative to infringements etc. and having the letters and proceedings of the town of Boston put into our hands relative to the exportation of tea from Great Britain into this province (and other parts of America) by the East India Company in London to be vended amongst us, the same being landed (?) with a duty thereon, to be paid here – said Duty being imposed on us by the Parliament in Great Britain without the consent of the Supreme Legislature  of this Province, in order to Raise a Revenue for his majesty in America.

This being a short state(ment) of the case respecting that infringment … the questions that arise in said case are

1st, whether said parliament have a just and constitutional right to impose any tax on any individual here without the Intervention and concurrance of the Supreme Legislature of this Province

2nd, whether it be reasonable and proper in the nature of the thing, considering the local circumstances that said Parliament should have such a power.  The Negative we hold in both the questions, grounded on the following reasons

1st under the first question we think that all taxations in or from government are (or should be) of the nature of free gifts, agreeable to the common phraseology:  we give and grant to his majesty – or otherwise we esteem it an arbitrary and tyrannical invasion on the property of the taxed – the reaon of taxing and robbing being specifically different, on account of the intervening consent in the one case that is not in the other.

2ndly – We are not made to understand that consent has been obtained from any of us, or our predecessors, or from our Representatives in general assembly collectively, that the Parliament in Great Britain should have the power to tax us at their discression

3rdly – that every Englishman in America is born with a right to civil as well as natural Liberty excepting those covenanted restraints thereon for the benefit of society.

p. 352

4thly, our Charter Rights refers the power of taxation to our Provincial Legislature whereby we suppose the first branch of the British Legislature is precluded by his royal predecessor in office from acting in that matter any other way than in conjunction with our general assembly.  Said predecessor stipulating both for himself and for his Royal Successors in that affair – so said British act (of Right) incomplete.

And under the 2nd question, viz. whether it be reasonable and proper in the nature of the thing that said parliament should have such a power, we would offer the following reasons for the negative – 1st we suppose all taxations, in a free government (as aforesaid) should be grounded on a free and full representation of the taxed, agreeable to what a great patriot lately advanced in parliament that “taxation and representation should go hand in hand” which our transmarine situation will not permit.  Hence the necessity of a Separate Legislation arises.  But if this new mode of taxation obtains the great inconvenience might attend it, that we should be libel to a double taxation (and perhaps on the same articles too) the one where the taxes are represented, the other where they are not: which would make our political constitution too much resembling … that hath two daughters crying give,  give.  2ndly if such British politics should prevail there could no bounds be set to oppression and extortion, there being no check in the unrepresented legislation neither by the counterbalance of the representation of the taxed, nor by the said Legislature paying any part of the tax themselves.  As to the assertions advanced that upon the provincial plan of taxation there would be Imperiam in Imperio or Supreme Government within a Supreme Government we think is not stating the fact right.  We always acknowledging the authority of the British Parliament (without being involved in them) within their Just Limits) and suppose they have full Right and power (without us) to lay a tax of … or any other sum on every pound of tea before it goes over the … of any wharf in England for exportation  and the purchaser being there where such Law takes effect must submit to it, but w humbly conceive there may be Imperium praeter Imperium, a government before and distinct from another if said governments respect different places and considerations although one and the same branch be at the head of both constitutions-

p. 353

And now after these our reasonings on the point we declare ourselves on the Liberty side in these questions and think it adviseable for the Town to come into the following resolves – 

1st. That his present Majesty in Great Britain is our Legal and Political Head and that in conjunction (either personally or representatively) with the other branches of our Legislature, such laws may be made as are binding on his said Majesties subjects here (our civil polity symbolizing with the British Constitution in the manner of Legislation where the subjects frame the laws and Majesty by its consent puts the sanction upon them) but not so when laws are framed by the British Parliament where we have no representation.

2ndly. That in order to conteract and render abortive (according to the utmost of our power) the British act respecting the Duty on Tea to be paid here: we will not taste of this politically forbidden fruit if even solicited thereto  by the … of our own bosoms nor on any other consideration whatever whilst it remains under this Circumstance of Taxation.

3rdly.  That any persons purchasing and bringing any of said commodity into this Town (during the term of its being a dutied article) with an intent to use or vend it here, shall be deemed inimical to the Rights and Liberties of America and shall be excluded from all the honors and favours that is in the power of the Town to bestow.

4thly.  That the conduct lately held by the consignees in Boston relative to the tea article is highly culpable and had a direct tendency to dissolve every amicable and social tie between them and their American Brethren, and accordingly we determine to have no friendly intercourse with them either in a commercial or any other way until they make a full Renunciation of said conduct; and make such other compensation as their injured Brethren reasonably shall require.  That the thanks of this town be presented to the town of Boston for all their care and vigilance in … and vigorous effort in countermining any unconstitutional scheme for enslaving America.

p. 354

Thus, Mr. Moderator, according to our weak capacities we have reasoned and resolved on one branch of the infringements committed to us by the town.  There are other grievous instances touching infringements that deserve consideration which we have not time to animadvert upon at present.  The above we submit to the Town for their acceptance and adoption if they think proper

And rest your friends and humble servants

Caleb Richardson

John Whetcomb

Samuel Baker

After a second reading of the foregoing Report and free debating thereon, a motion being made and the question being put whether the Town would accept and adopt the aforesaid Report and it passed in the affirmative nem. con. Further voted that the said Report be entered in our Town Book of Record and also that there be an attested copy of these proceedings transmitted to the Committee of Correspondence  in Boston.

Ephraim Fairbank, moderator

(N.B.: nem. con. is abbreviated from Lat. Nemine contradicente, “with no one objecting” i.e. unanimously.)

7/4/1774

p.358

Warrant

2ndly. To see if the Town will vote that they will not purchase any goods that may be imported from Great Britain into any part of America ater the 31st of August except and until the port art. relative to the Harbour of Boston be Repealed and our Charter Rights restored.

3rdly.  To see if the Town will add two or more members to the Committee of Correspondence for said Town.

4thly.  To do and act on any matter or thing which said Town may think proper relative to the non-importation of goods as aforesaid.

On the 3rd article chose Mr. Nathaniel Longley and Mr. Eliakim Atherton in addition to the Committee of Correspondence for said Town.

(Adjourned to 7/26/1774

7/26/1774

p. 359

Report

On the second article voted (nem. con.) that is is the mind of this Town that they will not purchase any goods imported from Great Britain (excepting medicinal Drugs) from and after the 31st. day of August next as specified in said article.

11/7/1774  P. 359

Report

voted to reconsider a vote passed on the 26th day of  July 1774 respecting the not purchasing goods imported from Great Britain and then voted to dissolve said meeting.

p. 361  9/22/1774  Warrant

… to chose some meet and fit person to represent them at a Great and General Court or assembly appointed to be convened at the court house in Salem … and also to chose some person to represent them at a Provincial Congress to be held at Concord on the second Tuesday in October next and give them such instructions as the Town shall think proper (also that the mind of the Town may be known respecting purchasing or [] price) and you are to make return…

10/3/1774  Report

…chose Capt. Samuel Baker to represent them at the Great and General Court to be held at Salem the 5th day of October instant and instructed him as follows, viz –

Sir, you are absolutely to Refuse to be sworn by any officer or officers but such as are appointed according to the Constitution, or to act as one branch of the Legislature in concert with any other except such as are or may be appointed and supported according to the Charter of this Province and that you Refuse to give your attendance at Boston while the Town is invested with troops and ships of war, and should there be anything to prevent their acting with such a Govenour  and Council as is expressly set fourth in the Charter that you immediately repair to the Town of Concord and there join in a Provincial Congress with such other members as may be chose for that purpose to act and determine in such measures as they shall judge proper to extricate this colony out of these present unhappy circumstances.

And also chose Capt. Samuel Baker and Mr. Ephraim Fairbank to represent the Town at a Provincial Congress to be held at Concord on the second Tuesday in October instant.

P. 362  11/7/1774  Warrant

3rdly To choose a Committee to inspect and post up all such persons as shall vend or consume  the Baneful article of East India Tea.

4thly To see what method the Town will come into to provide arms for such persons as are unable to provide for themselves.

(did not find a record of a vote.)

p. 366  12/12/1774  Warrant

2ndly To see if the Town will concur with the advice and resolves of the Continental and Provincial Congresses and also to act upon any matter or things with said Town may judge necessary for maintaining our Charter Rights and Priviledges  and for the establishing peace and good order in societies.

3rdly To Choose one or more persons to represent the Town in a Provincial Congress and give them such instructions as said Town shall think proper …

Report 1/2/1775

On the 2nd article the Question was put to see if the Town will concur with the advice of the Continental Congress with respect to the non-importation, non-exportation and non-consumption agreement and choose a Committee of Inspection to carry it into Execution agreeable to the advice of the Continental Congress and it passed in the affirmative.  And then chose Mr. Ephraim Fairbank, Mr. James Goddard, Mr. Robert Longley, Capt. Jonas Houghton, Mr. Abraham Holman, Mr. William Wilder, Mr. Abijah Priest, Mr. William Sawyer and Dr. Daniel Greenleaf Jr. a Committee of Inspection and observation for the purposes aforesaid.

p. 369  3/6/1775 (out of order in book)  Warrant

4th To choose a new Committee of Correspondence

5th To see what allowance the Town will make to their members for their attendance at the Provincial Congress and also to see if they will allow their Committee of Correspondence any thing for their attendance at the County Convention at Worcester.

p. 370  Report

On the 4th article chose Mr. Caleb Richardson, Col. John Whitcomb, Capt. Samuel Baker, Mr. Eliakim Atherton and Mr. Nathaniel Longley a Committee of Correspondence.

p. 371

On the 5th article: voted to allow to their members for their attendance at the Provincial Congress for 21 days each at five shillings per day , also voted to allow to Nathaniel Longley for eight days attendance at the County Convention at Worcester at four shillings per day, also to Eliakim Atherton for four days attendance at the same service at four shillings per day, also to Deacon Baker for five days attendance at the said service at four shillings per day.

p. 368 3/13/1775

Voted that the Covenants (or copies of the same) that have been signed respecting non-importation be lodged with the Chairman of the Committee of Inspection.

4/10/1775  Report

Voted to purchase ten guns for the use of those persons in this Town that are unable to purchase the same to be deposited in the hands of the Selectmen to be delivered out according to their discretion and then voted that the Selectmen be a Committee to purchase the same and then voted to adjourn this meeting…

5/22/1775  p. 375

Warrant

2ndly To choose some meet and fit person to Represent the Town at the next Provincial Congress to be held at the meeting house at Watertown on the 31st of May instant.

Report p. 376

On the 2nd article chose Capt. Samuel Baker to Represent the Town at a Provincial Congress to be held at the meeting house in Watertown the 31st day of May instant.

7/10/1775  p. 377

voted that in case Artemas How and David Rice, late Constables, do not comply with the Requisition of the Provincial Congress in paying the publick money they have in their hands to Henry Gardner Esq. or show a Cordial Disposition by giving security to the Selectmen  for the same by the 22nd day of July instant that the Committee of Correspondence  be directed to publish the said How and Rice as Enemies of their Country.

Aug. 1775 p. 377

Voted that the vote the said Town passed the 10th of July last relative to Publishing Artemas How and David Rice late Constables as Enemies of their Country be left Discretionary with the Committee of Correspondence.  Voted that the Town Clerk be directed to transmit to the Receiver General the sum total of the province Rates that was committed to Artemas How and David Rice, Late Constables, to collect and then voted that this meeting be dissolved.  Epm. Fairbank, moderator.

12/15/1775  P. 379  Warrant

2ndly  That the minds of the town may be known, in Regard to the Disproportion of the Wages being so much more for the officers than it is for the soldiers serving in the army and to act on such matter or things relating thereto as shall then be found necessary.

Report:  … voted to choose a com’tee of three persons t make a Draught of instructions to their Representative to be laid before the general assembly Respecting the Disproportion of the wages between the officers and soldiers serving in the army – said draft to be laid before the Town for their acceptance.

3/11/1776  p. 381  Warrant

..to vote for a representative to meet at the adjournment of this meeting in order to choose  a Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and Safety agreeable to the Resolve of the general assembly of this Colony.

p. 382 Report: … Agreeable to the Resolve of the general assembly of this Colony chose Capt. Nathaniel Willson, Mr. William Sawyer, Mr. John Moore, Mr. James Goddard, Mr. Simon Houghton, Mr. Thomas Osborn and Mr. John Pairce (?) a Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and Safety for said Town.

P. 383-385 – go over with magnifier

P. 386-390 Declaration of Independence, copy

In Congress July 4th 1776…

p. 390 following:  7/17/1776 (from Boston)

Ordered that the Declaration of Independence be printed and a copy sent to the Ministers of each Parish of every denomination within the State and that they severally be required to read the same to their respective congregations so soon as Devine Service is ended in the afternoon on the next Lord’s Day after they shall have received it and after such publication thereof to deliver the said Declaration to the clerks of their several towns or districts who are hereby required to record the same in their respective Town or District Book, there to remain as a perpetual Memorial thereof.  

In the name and by order of the Counsel , R. Derby

A true copy attest, John Avery, Deputy Secretary

P. 391 – Warrant

6thly … To see what measures the Town will come into for covering  the extraordinary charges of raising of men for the defense of America and to act thereon.

P. 392 Report  9/11/1776

On the 6th article, after free debate had thereon voted to choose a Committee to take said article into consideration and make report to the town as soon as may be and then chose Mr. Caleb Richardson , Capt. Jonas Houghton, Mr. Abraham Holman, Capt. David Nurs, Samuel Baker Esq., Mr. James Goddard, Lieut. Richard Townsend, Mr. Nath’l Longley, and Lieut. Thomas Osborn for said Committee.

P. 393  Warrant  for 9/30/1776

… in the name of the Government and People of this State…

To Consider and Determine whether said Inhabitants will give their consent that the present House of Representatives of their State of Massachusetts Bay in New England, together with the Council if they consent in one body with the House and by equal voice should consent, agree and enact such a Constitution and form of Government for their State as the House of Representatives  and the Council aforesaid

P. 394

In the fullest and most mature Deliberation shall judge will most conduce to the safety, peace and happiness of this State in all after … and generations and if they would direct that the same be made publick for the inspection and Perusal of the Inhabitants before the ratification thereof by the assembly.

P. 400  Report 5/22/1777

… voted to dismiss Capt. David Nurs from the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and Safety at his own request and then chose Lieut. Jonathan Meriam , Mr. William Sawyer Jr., and Capt. Saul (Paul?) Whetcomb in addition to said Committee.

P. 401  Warrant for 4/15/1777

2ndly to see What Encouragement the Town will give, over and above what the Continent and the General Assembly of this State have given to the Soldiers to Engage in the Continental Service and to see what method the Town will come into to raise the Money and to choose a Committee to apportion what Each Person hath done to bring it to an average.

P. 402  Report for 4/15/1777

On the 2nd article the Question was put  whether the Town will give any Incouragement to the men that will Inlist into the Continental Army for three years or during the War over and above what the Continent and the General Assembly of this State have given and it passed in the affirmative and then voted to adjourn the meeting …

Meeting, 4/25/1777

Voted to choose a committee of three men out of each Company to agree with the men that inlist into the Service and then voted that the commission officers of each Company be said Committee.  And then voted that they should not exceed thirty pounds to one man for Encouragement.  And then voted that said Committees procure the money and give the Town Security.

p. 403  Meeting  5/20/1777

Voted to choose a Committee to make an examination of what each person has done on several Expeditions since the 19th of April 1775 and make Report to the Town in some future Meeting.  And voted that said Committee consist of three persons and then chose Lieut. Jonathan Merriam, Mr. Jacob Moor and Mr. William Sawyer the 3rd. for said Committee.

p. 404  Warrant for 6/30/1777

2ndly To choose some meet and fit person to Procure the Evidence  that may (that may) be had of the Enemical Disposition towards this or any other of the United States of any Inhabitant of this town, agreeable to an act of the General Assembly of the State, and to act upon any matter or thing Relative to said act that said Town shall (think) proper.

3rdly To see if the Town will choose a Committee to prosecute all Breaches of an act to the said General Assembly in addition to and for amending  an act Entitled an act to prevent monopoly and oppression and to act upon any thing relative to said act that said Town shall think proper.

4thly To see if the Town will made any addition to the Committee of Correspondence, Safety etc. in the room of Major Jonathan Merriam and William Sawyer Jr. who decline serving.

6thly To see how the Town will appropriate the money that has or my arise by fines of persons that has or may be prosecuted in Consequence of an act of the General Assembly of said State for punishing crimes committed against the publick Safety and you are to make return of this warrant ….

P. 405, Report for 6/30/1777

On the 2nd article chose Capt. Jonathan Houghton to procure the evidence of the Enemical Disposition of any Inhabitant  of this Town towards this or any other of the United States.

On the 3rd article voted to choose a Committee of five Persons to prosecute all Breaches of an act to prevent Monopoly and oppression and then chose Mr. William Sawyer, Mr. John Moore, Capt. David Nurse, Mr. Calvin Greenleaf and Capt. Jonas Houghton for said Committee.

On the 4th article chose Mr. Abijah Pratt in addition to the Committee of Correspondence and Safety.

 P. 406, 7/14/1777 (adjourned meeting)

… and then it was put to vote to see if the Town will appropriate the money that hath by a fine paid by Thomas Goss Jr. to procure arms and other accoutrements for the use of said Town and it passed in the affirmative.  And then voted that said money be put into the hands of Capt. Jonathan Houghton and Capt. David Nurs to procure said arms and accoutrements.

p. 406, Warrant for 11/21/1777 

Whereas application has been made to us the subscribers by a sufficient number of the Freeholders of said Town requesting that we call the Town together to consider upon an act of the General Assembly of this State for calling in the money Emitted by said State which they look upon to be a great greavance.

2ndly to consider and act upon any thing that said Town shall think Proper relative to an act of the General Assembly of this State for the calling in the money Emitted by said State.

P. 407 Report for 11/21/1777

On the 2nd article the question was put to see if the Town will Remonstrate against a late act of the General Assembly for calling in the money and it passed in the affirmative.

To choose a Committee to shew the Cause of our Remonstrance against said act and petition the Court for a Redress of Grievance  and it passed in the affirmative .

And then chose Mr. David Rice, Mr. Simon Houghton and Mr Fortunatus Barnes for said Committee.

And then voted that said Committee draw up said Remonstrance and lay it before the Town for their acceptance at the adjournment of this meeting.

11/24/1777 – Adjourned meeting

Voted to accept of the paper drawn up by the Committee that was chose the 21st of this Instant Relative to an act of the General Assembly of this State for calling in the Money and then voted that the paper be Published and then voted to adjourn…

12/8/1777 Report for adjourned meeting

Voted that is be the Mind of the Town that the Money that was proposed to be called in by loan be called in by … three years, viz. one third in one year, one third in two years and one third in three years from this time.  And then voted to choose a Committee of three persons to draw a petition to present to the General Assembly with this vote and then chose Capt. David Nurse,. Mr. Jonathan Merriam and Mr. Eliakim Atherton for said Committee and then voted that said Committee lay said Petition first before the Town for their acceptance at the adjournment of the meeting and then voted that this meeting be adjourned…

p. 406 (sic) adjourned meeting 12/16/1777

… voted to Reconsider all that has been acted upon the 2nd article in the Warrant.

Warrant for 11/24/1777

2ndly to hear the Report of the Committee that was chosen to make an estimate of what each person has done in the several Expeditions since the 19th of April 1775 in order to bring it to an average.

3rdly to grant money to pay the charges that hath arisen by hiring men into the Continental Service and such other necessary charges as hath arisen or may arise in said Town.

P. 407 (sic)  Report for 11/24/1777

On the 2nd article voted to accept of the Report of the Comm’tee that was chose to make an estimate of what each person has done in the several Expeditions since the 19th of April 1775 and (where) they have gone and also voted that said committee make an estimate of what each person has done to the present Day and make report at the adjournment of this meeting.

12/8/1777  Report

Voted to recommit the Report of the Committee that was to make an estimate of what each person has done in the several Expedition and that said Committee take into consideration the several alarms and report thereon .

P. 708  Warrant for 1/12/1778

(NB: 2nd art. re. separate parishes for Goss and Walley)

3rdly to hear the Report of the Committee that was chosen to make an estimate of what each Person hath done in several campaigns since the 19th of April 1775 in order to bring it to an average.

4thly to grant money to Charges that hath arisen by hiring men into the Publick Service.

5thly to know the mind of the Town respecting those persons that have been hired into the Publick Service, which shall have the credit the hirer or hired.

P. 409  Report for 1/12/1778

… voted to give their Representative Particular Instuctions Respecting the Confederation and then voted to choose a Committee of three persons to Draw up said Instructions and then chose Lt. Richard Townsend, Mr. Oliver Pollard and Mr. Josiah Moor for said Committee.

And then voted that said Committee lay said Instructions fefore the Town for their acceptance at adjournment of the meeting.

1/13/1778

Voted to reconsider a vote passed the 12th instant for giving their Representative particular Instructions Respecting the Confederation.  And then voted that their Representative use his discretion and act as he shall think Proper Respecting the articles of Confederation and perpetual union of the United States of America.

P. 410

On the 5th article voted that those Persons that have hired men into the Publick Service have the Credit.

Voted that those Inhabitants that have done any thing for hiring men into the Publick Service bring into the Committee in one Fortnight from this time what they have done or they will be excluded any credit without some Reasonable Excuse be offered.

P. 411  Warrant for 2/2/1778

4thly to hear the accompt of what money the Committee that was chosen to hire men into the Continental Service have expended.

5thly to hear the report of the Committee that was chosen to see what every man hath done in the Publick Service since the 19th of April 1775 to bring it to an average.

6thly to grant money to pay the Charge of hiring men into the Publick Service in the War since the 19th of April 1775 to the Present Time.

7thly to see if the Town will grant money to pay the Whole or any part of what will be their proportion to pay what is proposed to be called in by loan.

P. 412 Report for 2/2/1778

On the 4th article voted to allow the accounts of Capt. David Nurse and Liut. Joseph How for what money they borrowed on the Credit of the Town to hire men unto the Publick Service which was L 112.  And also voted to allow Capt. Jonathan Houghton and Lieut Richard Townsend for what money they borrowed for the purpose aforesaid L 176 13 6.

On the 5th article voted to accept of the Report of the Committee that was chose to see what every Person hath done in the Publick Service since the 19th of April 1775 viz. the months Service at Bennington L1-5, the 3 months to Stillwater L 2-0 per month, Guarding Stores L 1-5 per month, to the 30 days L2-5.  Alarms, except that to Cambridge L2-0 per day.

Voted that the Town will proceed to Bring the Charge of hiring men into the Publick Service to an average.  Also voted that all those who have done any thing in Publick Service since the 19th of April 1775 although said Service was done out of Town which are now inhabitants of this Town and are liable to be taxed have Liberty to bring in to the Comm’tee what they have done in order to have the Credit.

On the 6th article granted Three thousand pounds to pay the Charge of hiring men into the Publick Service since the 19th of April 1775.

P. 417  5/1/1776

Act passed by the General Court of Massachusetts to erase the name of the King and the year of his reign from all civil … writs and receipts, to substitute therefore “the year of the Christian Era, the name of the Government and People of the Massachusetts Bay in New England.

